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The UFO thatremainsvery,very'U'

On the morningof Friday,June
4, about300

nautical milessouthof
CocosIsland, a smalltaskforceof
Sovietmilitaryand civilian ships
collected

an objectwhichhad come
fromspace.

The
re-entry

of the objectand its
recoveryby the Russianswas closely

observedby a LockheedP3C Orion
patrolaircraftof the RoyalAustralian

Air Force.

Duringseveral sweepslow overthe
area,the camerasand othersensors
aboardthe Orioncaptured

a seriesof
pictures,apparentlyin minutedetail,of
exactly whatit was the

Soviets deployed

their shipsto
gather.

A speciallyequippedUnitedStates

Air ForceBoeing707
electronic

in-
telligenceaircraft

was alsoin the vicini-

ty and may havetakenits own photo-

graphsof the recovery operation.

Two days later,the RAAF issued
pictures

of the Sovietshipsbut no
information

about what they recovered.

Beyondthe releaseof the
pictures,

no
furtherinformation has been made
available.

Not only have the
authorities

sincerefusedto releasepictures of the
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fusedevento comment on its natureand

why it mighthavebeen
programmed

(if

it was)to splashdownto closeto a
relatively well-trafficked

area.
Not only the Australianauthorities

("at the highestlevel")are refusing

information

on the Sovietvehiclebut
alsothe US.

At the weekendthe US
Secretary

of
State,Mr Haig,disclosedthat,in the
periodleading up to and duringthe
"splashdown",

the Sovietswere testing

an
anti-satellite

weaponor "killer"sat-
ellite.

Defence officialshave refusedto
speculateon whetherthis couldhave
been the vehicle recovered

in the Indian

Ocean.

A Sovietspace authority deniedlast

week that the vehiclewas connected

withtheSalyutprogramor thatit was
partof the Sovietspaceshuttle.

Thereneverhas beenany
reticence

on the partof
Western

or Soviet author-

itiesto discuss civil
satellites.

A good
examplewas the

much-publicised

re-
entryof

Skylab.

If a
militaryvehicleis

involved,

the
authorities

tendto becomeshy but,if
thatwas the case,why was the

recovery

publicised

at all and
pictures issuedof

the
recovery fleet?

Thereis a goodchancethata
beaver-
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ing US
Congressional committee might

stumble acrossthe June 4 details and

blurtthemout,but eventhatseems
unlikely

in thefaceof thetight security

blanketaroundthe affair.

The Sovietsdo knowhow muchthe
West has learned aboutthe vehicle and

the
recovery operation.

It is hardto
ignorean Orionroaring acrossthe sky
onlya few hundredfeet

overhead.

Australianand US militaryin-
telligenceofficialswho "needto know"

are fully awareof whatit was they
observed.But nobodyelse is intended

to be let intothe
secret.

The secrecyis unusual becausethe
objects

of mostof thissortof
cloak-and

daggerintelligence
are the Russians

and they of courseknow
everything

aboutthissecrettheyneedto know.


